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Mail Stop Amendment October 1 5, 2004 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandra, VA 22313-1450 

PROVISIONAL ELECTION WITH TRAVERSE 

This Response is filed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.1 1 1 and 1.143 to a Restriction 
Requirement issued by the Examiner on October 6, 2004. The Applicants will provisionally 
elect and traverse as stated below. 

Background 

Respectfully, the Applicants are troubled by, and fervently disagree, with the latest office 
action issued by the Examiner. This case has languished in United States Patent Office for over 
four years. The Examiner's two prior restriction requirements in this case contributed to this 
delay. Further contributing to the delay is, respectfully, the Examiner's seeming unwillingness to 
address the Applicants' arguments with respect to the central reference cited by the Examiner in 
this case, U.S. Pat. No. 6,037,469 to Broom et al. ("Broom et al.") The Applicants have argued, 
several times, regarding whether Broom et al. qualifies as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) and 



